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Morality may also be specifically synonymous with 

"goodness" or "rightness." Immorality is the active 

opposition to morality (i.e. opposition to that which 

is good or right), while amorality is variously defined 

as an unawareness of, indifference toward, or 

disbelief in any set of moral standards or principles. 

An example of a moral code is the Golden Rule which 

states that, "One should treat others as one would 

like others to treat oneself.” 

Here we will study the development of morality. 
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*Here the meaning of development related to 

the ethical development in human society. How 

man become moral and what stages he 

followed to come to present stage of morality. 

Lets study some stages of development of 

morality. 
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*There are three basic stages of development of 

morality given below: 

*Intrinsic Morality 

*Customary Morality 

*Reflective Morality 
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*Intrinsic morality has traditionally been 

thought to lie at the heart of ethics and this is 

the first stage of morality. Philosophers use a 

number of terms to refer to such value. The 

intrinsic value of something is said to be the 

value that that thing has “in itself,” or “for its 

own sake,”or “as such,” or “in its own right.”  
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*The life and norms of tribal is an example of 

development of morality. This is the second stage of 

morality, where customs of a particular group and 

tribal rule the life of the man living in this group of 

tribal. They are motivated to sacrifice their lives to 

save the culture and norms of the particular group 

or tribe. Customary or traditional morality are 

morals based on the customs and traditions of 

society. "Traditional" morality is a constant, basic 

set of "rights" and "wrongs" that never changes. 
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*In this stage o morality man started thinking 

himself and started to do reflection on their his 

life. Here he is independent  to think and 

follow the best for his life. Reflective morals 

are those that are based on what you believe 

to be right and not others 



*

*We can compare the both conceptions as:  

*Customary or traditional morality: Traditional 
morality refers to the moral systems handed down 
through custom from generation to generation. We 
might call this static morality  

*Reflective morality: Reflective morality requires 
that moral ideas are carefully examined and tested. 
Traditional morality can become reflective and 
dynamic when those moral ideas that are simply 
handed down and accepted are subjected to 
analysis and criticism.  
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*Why should human beings do what is right?  

*Enlightened self-interest – I will be better off  

*Tradition and law – best to do because some 

authority says so  

*Shared human needs, goals, desires and 

objectives  
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Here we studied the conception of development of 
morality in the three stages viz. intrinsic morality, 
customary morality and reflective morality and come 
to the conclusion that reflective morality is the best 
stage of development of morality in human society. 
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